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_ not::  The followin: editorial appeared in the XKuo Fan; Hsin Pao,
dationul Defense Semi-tionthly" on 16 Janusry 19L7. The artisie was written
by Generul HU.HG Ch'ian- (3 £§ ). 7 st o "

by the editor of the smjazine”is as follows: "After Ved Day, feneral l'U.L7 was
appointed to accept the Jupunese surrender in French Indochira. As head of the
Chinese tuke-over mission, he had close connections with both the French and
Vietnamese authorities. General [U.G is a French returned student, and is
conslidersd an expert on French and Vietnamese affsirs. In this article, he zives
& belanced view of both the French and Vietnamese side of the question.m)

"As 1 spent a number of yeurs in lndochina during and after the war, TSENG
Chihw=fy (Eg Jﬁh ), editor-in-chiel of the "National Defense Semi=lonthly"
has asked me to write something on "Problems of French Indochinas" Belng a
military man, 1 am no zood in virkting .

1t is known to the public that the present ceritical situufior existing in
French Indochina resulted from the battle for the Customs. The clash first
started at Haiphenz, later spread to Hanol, and now it is extended all over
French Indochina. As a result, our overseas nationsls in Indochina have suffered
heavy cesualties, in addition to the loss of their properties which amounted to
200,000,000 piastres.

As Indochina borders on Chins and, besides, several hundred thousand of our
fellow countrymen reside there, our people have made mumerous sugzestions for
their protection. Some have susgested that troops bs ssnt to Indochina, others
have called for strong diplomatic action, and still others asked that high officiuls
be sent to lndochina for negotiations. All these suggestions have reflected the
sympathy of owr people for their fellow countrymen.

Now, if we want to have a thorough understanding of the situation ws must
Tirst study the history of the pesrsons behind the scens.

Diargenlieu end Ho Chi linh are leaders of the French and the Vietnamese
respsctively in the resent issue. There ure many points of similerity in
their personality and pust experience. FKven their philosophy of life is quite
similar. Naturally they take different views of the present question, and it is
difficult for ne to meke a comment on thut. However, we know that circumstance
creates heross and heroes also create circumstance. The circumstunces of their
rise to heroism differ in the two cases.

D¥irzenlieu, 60 yeur old French chief executive officer in lndochina, started
his career in the navy. HNe was u Jjunior naval officer in the First \orld Viar,
and is now ruler of Indochina. As a hero he has outstunding characteristics..
After the First torld War he became & monk. (The monastery he entered was different
from others in thut once a person entered it, he wus separated fron the world for
the rest of his 1ifs.) Life in the nonustery wes very strict. After having been
a nonk for 19 years, in August 1959 he wus appointed a captain in the navy in
the Second ‘orld war. Us did very good service, but was captured at the fall of
Cherboury. lle rianazed to escape to England where he was appointed by Genersal
Iis Gaulle as u lisison officer in the Southern Pacific. After the Americen forces
lanced in North Africa, d'Arpgenlieu resumed his duties as a cuptein in the French
Navy, anc p¢rformed meritorious service. iihile serving in the Mediterranean Sea,
he sank quite a number of Italian convoys. After the Kuropesan wer ended, he again
entersd the nonastery. However, he was azain called upon by the Hew French Govern-
ment to serve us Chief French Executive in Indochina. :

He is friendly, has & moderate temper, and is a typical warrior. The day he
arrived in Indochina he curried nothing except his lugguge and saw the French and
British troops fight ajainst the Vietnamese forces. The first thing he did wus
to negotiate with lo Chi llinh in an effort to satisfy the aims of the Vietnamese
revolutionuries'by civing them autonomy.
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Like most revolutionists, the President of Vietnam uses an aliac, Ho Chi Minh.,
llo's true nare is liguyen Ai Luoc. This old fighter vwas born in 1887 and is also
€0 years old. He is leader of the Annamese Communists. Althoush he has besn
avey from Vietnam for a lon: time, he still looks like a typieul Ainnamite, with
short hair and u lon: beerd. He is o hardvorking man who dresses simply. He
has a khal:i uniforn vlich he viears the whole Year round, & paid of cloth shoes
and & cork hat. He is friendly snd hss a mild temper. These ure protably the
necessary qualities of being a great leader., His wife died lon: u;o und he has
never remarried. He has no children. Iaring the Xuomintan; northern expsdition,
he served zs clerk and translator to a Kussian advisor by the nume of Borodin.
lle also spend quite a number of vears ln Kwangtung and knows Chinese, English,
French and Russian. He is a great orator and when he speaks, he carries no manu-
seript. On 22 llarch 1946 1 heard hin speak at & weeting of welcome to Genersi
leclerc. Ue spoke such fluent French that tho French, British und /merican
mnilitary delegations in the audience were emazed. He also speaks fluent iendarin,
Cantonese, and Hakka dialect and is truly an eloquent linguist. He hus translated
the "Three Peoples’ Principles” and China's lestiny by using snnamese romanization,
He is a returned student from Russiu anc hes been imprisoned in Annem, Honzkong and
China. At & time when he had financial difficulties he worked as a street hawker.
hiost suceessful revolutionists have experienced the same hardship and Ho is one of
them, This has enabled him to devote his energy to the nutionzl revolution. He
siezed political power in Auzust 194,5. He lives the life of the plain people,
lle never 'seeks personal enjoyment and his only interest is in national revolution.
Once he was asked, "hen are vou poing to remurry?  Since the Annamite Revolution
has succeeded, isn’t it time for rou, as Iresident of the Vietnam Govermment, to
remarry?" Ilis only reply was, "The day 1 remurry will be the day when I see Vietnam?®
complete independence." Like df4rpenlieu; when he foes out, he rides in a small
car with only his seoretary and bodyguerde. On 31 iay 1945 shen he took & plane
from Hunei to France to attend a nesting, he brought as lugruge, a small nuckase of
clothing, a pair of shoes and socks, and nothin: else. This siri'licity furnished
comic material for the newspapers of iaris. Someone usked him: "How reny times, and
where, huve you been in prison durin_ %he revolution?" He answered: "So often thut
1 cunnot remember but i have tried Chinese, Irench and British jails." At & time
when his heart was moved,he spoke with teurs-and the audience wept with him. This
is how he has won the support and respect of his poople, eapecially farmers and
laborers. liow there are three colonial lenders. They are Gandhi of indie, Soekarno
of NeEele, and Ho of Indochina." (%o be continued.)
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